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to it only from his sense of fitness and the opinions
of those about him. Jefferson and Madison both
relate how such unnecessary form was used at the
first levee by the master of ceremonies as to make
it ridiculous, and Washington, appreciating this, is
quoted as saying to the amateur chamberlain, "Well,
you have taken me in once, but, by God, you shall
never take me in a second time." His secretary,
in writing to secure lodgings in Philadelphia, when
the President and family were on their way to Mount
Vernon, said, "I must repeat, what I observed in a
former letter, that as little ceremony & parade may
be made as possible, for the President wishes to
command his own time, which these things always
forbid in a greater or less degree, and they are to
him fatiguing and oftentimes painful. He wishes
not to exclude himself from the sight or conversation
of his fellow citizens, but their eagerness to show
their affection frequently imposes a heavy tax on
him."

This was still further shown in his diary of his
tours through New England and the Southern States.
Nothing would do but for Boston to receive him with
troops, etc., and Washington noted, "finding this
ceremony not to be avoided, though I had made
every effort to do it, I named the hour." In leaving
Portsmouth he went "quietly, and without any at-
tendance, having earnestly entreated that all parade
and ceremony might be avoided on my return."
When travelling through North Carolina, "a small
party of horse under one Simpson met us at Green-
ville, and in spite of every endeavor which could
Mount Vernon with a friend or two about me, than
